national research programs in southerly latitudes. One of these lines was FLIP 97-263C, later named Ejere.
Ejere was distributed to the Ethiopian Agricultural Research Organization (EARO) in 1998, as part of the Chickpea International Elite Screening Nursery-Southerly Latitudes 2-1999 (CIEN-SL2-1999). It was evaluated (along with other lines) for six seasons in Ethiopia: initial and fi nal evaluation trials in 1999, 2000, and 2001 , and multilocational national variety trials from 2001-2002 to 2003-2004 seasons at Arsi Robe, Debre Zeit, Akaki, Chefe Donsa, Pawe, Adet, Enewari, and Ambo. In the national trials, it gave yields similar to the standard check 'Arerti' and was 25% higher than the local check 'DZ-10-4'.
Ejere is resistant to Fusarium wilt (rating of 3 on 1-9 scale, where 1 = no disease, 9 = killed by disease), is semi-erect in growth habit (34.2 cm tall), has compound leaves, and takes about 59 d to fl ower. It has large seeds (100-seed weight 37.2 g) that are the typical kabuli type (ram-head shaped) and beige colored. Traders, and especially exporters, expressed a preference for this variety because of its large seed size and typical Kabuli nature.
Ejere was released by the variety release committee in 2005 for general cultivation in mid-to high-altitude areas in Ethiopia's semimoist agro-ecological zones.
Seed of Ejere is maintained by the National Chickpea Research Project, Debre Zeit Agricultural Research Center, Debre Zeit, Ethiopia, and by ICARDA. Small quantities of seed can be obtained from Ethiopian Institute of Agricultural Research (EIAR) or ICARDA on written request. After fi ve years from the date of publication of this registration article, seed can also be obtained from the USDA National Plant Germplasm System. Recipients are requested to acknowledge the source of the material whenever it is used for any research purposes.
